
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1068 June 9, 1998
blessed. During the time that we spent to-
gether, he demonstrated what it meant to defy
racial stereotypes.

His loss is not only a personal one, but one
to the entire U.S. Judiciary. How long will it be
until someone else with his compassion and
understanding will grace our presence again?
Mr. Speaker and my fellow colleagues, I ask
you to join me in hoping that that day will be
very, very soon.
f

SYRACUSE CHILDREN’S CHORUS
REPRESENTS U.S. AT INTER-
NATIONAL FESTIVAL IN CHINA

HON. JAMES T. WALSH
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 1998

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in praising the
Syracuse Children’s Chorus, a group of young
singers who will represent not only my home
district of Central New York, but in fact, our
entire nation when they travel to the Inter-
national Children’s Choir Festival and World
Conference in China July 31 through August
14.

The group, directed by Dr. Barbara Marble
Tagg, is one of three such groups invited by
the government of the Peoples Republic of
China, and the only one from the United
States.

They will perform in Hong Kong and three
mainland cities—Shenzen, Guilin and
Guangzhou. This is a unique honor and a
wonderful opportunity. I’ve known about the
Syracuse Children’s Chorus since our own
children participated and their reputation is
outstanding. I know they will represent Central
New York and the U.S. very well. I am proud
and excited for them and their families.

Since its founding in 1981 by Dr. Tagg, the
Syracuse Children’s Chorus has become an
international model for music education. The
SCC has been the recipient of grants from the
National Endowment for the Arts and has
been heard on National Public Radio. They
performed at the 1996 International Society for
Music Education World Conference in Amster-
dam, following a concert tour of Belgium and
Holland that year.

They were also featured at the Walt Disney
World Children’s Holiday Choral Festival as
well as Carnegie Hall in 1991.

The Syracuse Children’s Chorus has com-
missioned more than 50 works for children’s
choruses by composers from the U.S., Can-
ada and China.

Dr. Tagg is artistic director and founder. She
is an Affiliate Artist at Syracuse university
where she is a member of the choral music
education faculty. She is a remarkable person
who has done much for our community.

I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing
them well in their performance and their expe-
rience.

The Chorus members are: Jessica P.
Ashooh, Rachel O. Bass, Elena de la Garza-
Bassett, Andrea L. Bess, Erin L. Canavan,
Shawna L. Carrigan, Heather N. Charlton,
Courtney J. Chiavara, Stacey L. Condolora,
Jeffrey B. Corbishley, Elizabeth M. Corcoran,
Andrea E. Dunuwila, Brendan E. Dunuwila,
Kristen W. El-Hindi, Sarah T. Esgro, Jill R.
Evans, Abigail M. Freeman, Rebecca L.

Fullan, Christina Hollenback, Jessica L.
Keating, M. Amaris Kinne, Caroline T.
Manolakos, Michelle M. Michalenko, Erin M.
Molnar, Sidra S. Monreal, Amber L Moriarty,
Marissa H. Mulder, Michelle M. Ostrowski,
Kathryn L. Palange, Johanna C. Pingel, Kath-
ryn M. Pratt, Amanda J. Schofield, Katharine
J. Suddaby, Elana S. Sukert, Sarah A.
Tiedemann, Richard D. Udicious and Carolyn
D. Woiler.

The Chorus staff are: Stephen Paparo, con-
ducting intern; Jackie Pickard, chorus man-
ager; Teresa Hudson, chorus administrator;
and Michael Wesoloski, director of PR/market-
ing. Accompanist is Glenn Kime.
f

CBO’S FRACTURED CRYSTAL BALL

HON. NEWT GINGRICH
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 1998

Mr. GINGRICH. Mr. Speaker, The attached
editorial from The Washington Times puts the
problems with the Congressional Budget Of-
fice in the proper perspective. Stephen
Moore’s suggested remedies merit serious
consideration. I submit the editorial to the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

CBO’S FRACTURED CRYSTAL BALL

(By Stephen Moore)
Speaker Newt Gingrich announced last

week that Congress should begin to ‘‘review
the accuracy [sic]’’ of the economic and
budget forecasting of its internal think tank:
the Congressional Budget Office. It’s about
time.

Mr. Gingrich and his GOP colleagues are fi-
nally catching on to a problem that many
supply side economists have recognized for
years. Since at least 1995 the CBO has been
dramatically low-balling its economic esti-
mates, and thus overstating the budget defi-
cit. On average CBO has understated GDP
growth by 1 percentage point per year—
which is a large forecasting error.

One implication of this underestimate of
GDP growth has been that the government’s
official budgeting agency has missed the big-
gest fiscal story of the last quarter century:
a balanced budget with very rapidly rising
budget surpluses.

Consider the legacy of error detailed in the
attached table. Two years ago, in May 1996
the CBO forecast a 1998 deficit of $174 billion.
Instead, now we are told that we will have a
surplus of $35 billion. This means the CBO’s
1996 deficit forecast for 1998 was off by more
than $200 billion. The five year (1998–02) esti-
mated deficit was $1,167 billion. The latest
CBO forecast now sees a surplus over that
period of at least $200 billion. In two years,
CBO has revised upward its budget estimate
by almost $1.4 trillion. Incredible

But the CBO’s crystal ball may still be
cracked. The latest CBO report that came
out in early May 1998 continues to underesti-
mate surpluses. Larry Kudlow of American
Skandia and I have estimated that the sur-
plus for this year will be closer to $70 billion
and that future surpluses will be at least
twice as high as CBO says.

The CBO has long been bearish on the
American economy even as employment,
stock values, and business profits soar, infla-
tion approaches zero, and interest rates dip
to 20-year lows. The long-term CBO estimate
for real GDP growth is a turtle-paced 2.1 per-
cent growth rate for as far as the eye can
see. Yet the average GDP growth over the
past 16 years has been 3.0 percent. In fairness

to CBO, the Clinton Treasury Department is
predicting an equally anemic rate of future
growth.

Economic forecasting is at best an inexact
science. Some might even call it voo doo.
The best—and perhaps the only—semi-reli-
able forecast of the future is the past. CBO
continues to assume that the economy will
grow at substantially below its historical
trend.

The logical question is: Who cares if CBO is
wrong? The answer is that bad forecasts
make for bad policies. Republicans in Con-
gress continue to budget as if we are in a def-
icit environment. In fact, revenues are going
to be at least $500 billion higher from 1998–
2002 than they thought last year. This ex-
plains why Congress is now pondering a nig-
gardly tax cut of less than $100 billion when
in fact a better economic forecast would de-
mand tax cuts 3–5 times higher than that.
Yes, bad numbers lead to bad policies.

Faulty number crunching is also a big
problem at CBO’s sister agency, the Joint
Tax Committee. Last year when the Repub-
lican Congress cut the capital gains tax rate
from 28 percent to 20 percent the JTC scored
this as a five and ten year revenue loser for
the government. This ignored all historical
evidence to the contrary. For nearly 40 years
every capital gains tax cut has yielded more
revenues. Every capital gains tax increase,
including most notably the 1986 increase, has
lowered federal tax receipts. Preliminary tax
return data indicate that in the first 10
months since last year’s cap gains cut, cap-
ital gains receipts are surging. Has JTC
learned its lesson? Hardly. The JTC is now
scoring a proposal to cut the cap gains tax to
a uniform rate of 15 percent. Rather than ad-
mitting its error, JTC chooses to stick with
it’s discredited story.

The GOP has no one to blame but itself for
these faulty forecasts. The GOP runs Con-
gress nowadays and hence it hires and fires
the number-crunchers. But JTC and CBO ap-
pear to be using the same Keyensian models
the Democrats invented 40 years ago.

It is time for the GOP to launch an assault
against the CBO and the JTC. The assault
should be based on the fact that CBO’s mod-
els are broken. The goal is not ideology, but
simple accuracy. Newt Gingrich and the
Budget Committees should ask these agen-
cies to:

(1) Raise GDP forecasts through 2008 from
2.1 percent to a more realistic 3.0 percent.

(2) Raise revenue growth estimates. CBO
(and Treasury) predict 4 percent revenue
growth. We’ve been averaging 7 percent reve-
nue growth since 1982. This year revenues are
up an enormous 11 percent. A reasonable rev-
enue growth estimate is 10 percent for 1998
and 7 percent thereafter.

(3) Revise the surplus estimates. Because
revenues will be much higher, so will sur-
pluses. With 7 percent revenue growth, the
surplus by the year 2002 reaches roughly $300
billion.

(4) Make dynamic economic estimates of
capital gains tax changes. A 15 percent cap-
ital gains rate will be extremely bullish for
the economy and increase wealth and tax
collections.

Most important of all, once armed with
these new forecasts, the GOP must abandon
its austerity budget strategy and enact a
very, very large tax cut. It is time to harness
the surpluses in a way that creates more
prosperity, not bigger government. American
workers and businesses, not politicians, cre-
ated this prosperity and the expected tide of
budget surpluses. Now we deserve a substan-
tial tax cut dividend.
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TRIBUTE TO INLAND EMPIRE HIGH

SCHOOL VALEDICTORIANS, SALU-
TATORIANS AND STUDENT
SPEAKERS

HON. GEORGE E. BROWN, JR.
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 1998

Mr. BROWN of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the achievements of
an outstanding group of young men and
women from my district in Southern California.
The 68 students I have listed below have the
distinguished honor of being selected as the
valedictorians, salutatorians and student
speakers of their graduating classes and de-
serve to be recognized for this laudable
achievement.

Representing some of the best and brightest
of the Inland Empire’s future generation, these
students have already accomplished a great
deal and stand to reap even more success as
the years go by. Education is the most impor-
tant foundation we can have for life, and these
students have realized that potential.

I would especially like to acknowledge those
students who have risen above adversity and
overcome disadvantages and obstacles that
may have threatened to hinder their path to
success. I offer my congratulations to each of
the graduating seniors and my best wishes for
the future. I am very proud to represent such
a fine group of young men and women.

Cum Laude Speakers
Alta Loma: Michael Hubbard; Rancho

Cucamonga: Cecilia Mo.
Senior Class Speakers

Alta Loma: Kim Anderson; Rancho
Cucamonga: Brian Church.

Valedictorians
Etiwanda: Shin’ Ning Duh; Ontario: David

Lazzara, Daniel Quesada, Mujtaba Saifuddin;
Bloomington: Keyla Lee; Fontana: Sambath
Oum; A.B. Miller: Doan Nguyen; Eisenhower:
Lisa Briones; Rialto: Lee Aleksich, Cristin
Manary; Cajon: Shana Baumgartnar, Leah
Donahue, Khoa Nguyen; San Bernardino:
Cristina Rose Brower; San Gorgonio: Karl
Robert Haley, Denney Huynh, Jason Thomas;
Pacific: Lien Dang; Chaffey: Tin Diep; Bloom-
ington Christian: Racquel Jefferson; Ambas-
sador Christian: Johnny Stegall; Aquinas:
Frank Kreikebaum; New Life Academy: Arlene
Romero.

Salutatorians
Etiwanda: Mitesh Popat; Ontario: Heather

Davies; Bloomington: Eric Aguirre; Fontana:
Thomas Voden, Eric Arthurton; A.B. Miller:
Nawal Badran; Eisenhower: Jeannie Huh; Ri-
alto: Sirine Adlouni; Cajon: Alia Little, Andrew
England; San Bernardino: Celeste Ruby L.
Lim, Sean R. Corley; San Gorgonio: Minh Ly
Luu; Pacific: Chad Milan Timko, Taryn
Michelle Harp, Jacqueline Ann Servin;
Chaffey: Jung Min Yang, Jessie Stevens;
Bloomington Christian: Nicole Miller; Ambas-
sador Christian: Tina Willis, Rochelle Williams;
Aquinas: David Colella; New Life Academy:
Arlene Romero.

Student Speakers
Valley View: Melissa Ramirez, Hector Mo-

rales; Washington: Gilbert Granado, Linda
Young; Eric Birch: Carina Higareda; Citrus:

John Felila, Berenice Medina, Gregory Smith,
Corey Value; Milor: Angel Venegas, Clarice
Lopez, Danielle Patterson; Zupanic: Therese
Johnson; Sierra: Jamelle Jones, Azucena
Molina, Erik Valadez; San Andreas: Anna
Valdez, Mandy McPherson.
f

LAWRENCE CENTRAL HIGH
SCHOOL IS CENTRAL STATES
WINNER IN WE THE
PEOPLE . . . THE CITIZEN AND
THE CONSTITUTION NATIONAL
FINALS 1998

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 1998

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, Law-
rence Central High School of Indianapolis
competed in the 1998 National Finals of ‘‘We
the People . . . The Citizen and the Con-
stitution’’ contest in Washington, DC after win-
ning the Indiana competition.

Lawrence Central students competed with
more than 1250 students representing 49
states and was the Central States winner.
Their teacher was Drew Horvath and the list of
students is as follows:

Kari Amos, Robert Baker, Kari Buis, Julie
Burton, Sheila Cardinal, Haley Carney, Mark
Davis, Justin Gray, Amber Gross, Shawn
Haislip, Kristen Halligan, Seth Higgins, Megan
Iott, Les Jahnke, Kelly Khoury, Ted Kieffer,
Justin Lane, Jolene McClusky, Joyce McCoy,
Courtney Mills, Aaron Moberly, Galan Moore,
Jon Owens, Chris Recktenwall, Eric Reissner,
Kelly Richardson, Lisa Schubert, Tara Sheets,
Jennifer Staresnick, and Shane White.

Congratulations to Mr. Horvath, who has
sent previous Indiana winners to this competi-
tion, and to all of these outstanding students.
f

A TRIBUTE TO DR. CHARLOTTE
WENHAM

HON. FRED UPTON
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 1998

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the contributions of a great educa-
tor, community leader, and good friend to all
of Southwest Michigan, Dr. Charlotte
Wenham. After thirty years of dedicated serv-
ice to the students and community of St. Jo-
seph, Michigan, Char is stepping down from
her position as Assistant Superintendent of St.
Joseph Public Schools.

Since 1968, Dr. Wenham has helped to
shape young minds in the St. Joseph Public
Schools. First at the head of the class as
teacher, then at the head of a school as prin-
cipal, finally spending the last few years head-
ing an effort to develop innovative and cre-
ative programs, curriculum, and policies for
the district.

While her talents will be missed, I am happy
to report that she will be pursuing other inter-
ests in our community and will continue to
lend her vast knowledge. While she may be
changing roles, her dedication to students, to
learning, and to creating a brighter tomorrow
won’t change.

Mr. Speaker, I know that all of my col-
leagues join me in wishing her many more
happy and healthy years. On behalf of south-
west Michigan, I would like to thank her for all
of her service, dedication and commitment to
St. Joseph.
f

HONORING CAROLE S. POWERS ON
HER RETIREMENT FROM TEACH-
ING

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 1998

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to congratulate my constituent Carole
S. Powers on her retirement from the Charles
E. Smith Jewish Day School, and from teach-
ing, after more than twenty years of service.
Her dedication and commitment to JDS stu-
dents is not only testimony to her strong com-
mitment to the school and the community, but
also to the profession of teaching. Her work
has contributed to the high regard in which the
Jewish Day School is held by the community.

Over the years, Carole Powers has touched
numerous lives and helped shape a multitude
of futures. She is one of those teachers to
whom former students return years after their
graduation to share their successes, and
whose influence and impact students remem-
ber long after they have left high school. One
of those former students reflected on her im-
portance in his education in a letter to the
school paper, and I’d like to share just a part
of that letter:

‘‘Next week, as I graduate from law school
and don the old cap and gown for the last
time, I’ll have an opportunity to reflect on my
20 years of formal education.

‘‘By my own rough count, I’ve had well over
100 teachers—from nursery school to JDS,
from college to law school. None was as ef-
fective as Carole Powers. None came to class
every day with as much commitment to her
students, and none stretched her student’s
minds the way she did.

‘‘All of her students were enriched by her
career, and we hope to be able to continue to
learn from her and draw inspiration from her
for many years to come.’’

Carole Powers has touched numerous lives
and helped shape a multitude of futures. I
know her colleagues join me in recognizing
her many years of service and in wishing her
health, happiness and personal fulfillment in
her future endeavors.
f

A SALUTE TO ERWIN J.
HEINZELMANN

HON. THOMAS M. BARRETT
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 1998

Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I
am pleased to recognize one of the hardest
working and effective social reformers in Wis-
consin. As friends and colleagues gather to
honor Erwin J. Heinzelmann on the occasion
of his retirement from Wisconsin Correctional
Service (WCS), after thirty-five years, I would
like to take a moment to reflect on his years
of service to my home town.
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